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LAST PLACE

NEED A RIDE?

Panther Shuttle drivers share a
passion for helping Eastern
students and their community.

The Eastern women’s basketball
team is in last place in the OVC.
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Building fire
investigation
could take 6
months, year
Firefighters were
called to Renewable
Energy Center Dec. 15
By Cassie Buchman
Associate News Editor | @cjbuchman
It may take six months to a year to find out
exactly what happened when a biomass boiler
caught on fire in the Renewable Energy Center on Dec. 15.
The investigation began on Dec. 21 to allow
an 18 inch firebrick to cool down completely.
Charleston firefighters were called to the
center at 5:25 p.m. that Tuesday when a problem was reported from inside a heat recovery
unit, which affected one of the building’s four
boilers.
Over the next few hours, the fire spread inside the three-story unit necessitating a call for
more help from Charleston and the Lincoln
Fire Protection District.
According to a press release, the Lincoln Fire
Protection District remained on site until 1
a.m. that Wednesday.
Paul McCann, interim vice president of
business affairs, said not much has really happened on the investigation so far, and there is
currently no news as to what caused the fire.
There are technical people who have been
looking at the situation, and there have been
two meetings of these groups so far.
Consultants from off-campus, through the
various contractors Eastern has used in the
past, such as Honeywell, are taking part in the
investigation.
McCann said the process would take more
time because a complex analysis of the fire has
to be done and many things would have to be
looked at.
The biomass boiler that caught on fire had
not been turned on for a year.
McCann said they turned the biomass boiler
on because they were having some issues with
the process and they were trying to redesign it.
The university is still heating the campus
with the natural gas fire boilers and will continue to heat the campus with natural gas.

FIRE, page 5
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President David Glassman speaks at a press conference in the University Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union on March 2.

Glassman announces potential
layoffs, furloughs if no budget
By Cassie Buchman
Associate News Editor | @cjbuchman
More layoffs and furloughs could be coming
in March if the state funding for Eastern does
not come through soon, President David Glassman announced Monday in an email to faculty and staff.
“Our state government is literally starving its
public universities,” Glassman said in the email.
Eastern had made budget adjustments this
past fall equaling reductions of about $10 million to get the university to a balanced budget
for fiscal year 2016.
This budget was adjusted, however, based on
the university receiving state appropriations,

though it still has not recieved them.
Glassman said the university will need to
temporarily or permanently lay off hundreds of
non-instructional employees and give unpaid
furlough days to others.
Some of the factors that will be examined
when selecting non-instructional employees to
let go include their area of employment, the
number of staff in the unit and the particular
job responsibilities of the position.
Glassman said if these layoffs and furlough
days become necessary, service and response
times in many campus offices could become
much slower.
In this situation, there will be longer wait
times for building maintenance and construc-

tion projects will be stopped.
Glassman said he does not anticipate services
to students will be affected too badly other than
some inconvenience when waiting in campus offices with reduced staff.
“The university community has a shared vision of our educational mission and will work
collaboratively and supportively to deal with the
effects of our delayed appropriation,” Glassman
said.
Paul McCann, interim vice president for business affairs, said these layoffs could affect any
non-instructional employee, from Building Service Workers to those who work in the residence
halls.
LAYOFFS, page 5

Rauner to give State of the State address Wednesday
By Stephanie Markham
Editor-in-Chief | @stephm202
Gov. Bruce Rauner is slated to deliver his
second State of the State address at noon
Wednesday in the House chamber as Illinois
prepares to venture into its eighth straight
month without a budget.
Higher education has been no stranger
to setbacks caused by the stalemate among
Rauner, House Speaker Michael Madigan and
the legislature that has persisted far beyond
the General Assembly’s scheduled spring session adjournment date of May 31.
Eastern’s Board of Trustees passed a budget
of $172 million in June that anticipated the
university receiving about $40 million from

the state in fiscal year 2016, which began July
1, and $38 million in fiscal year 2017.
If Rauner’s initial proposal of a 31.5 percent reduction to higher education funding were passed, Eastern would be looking at
$30.2 million for fiscal year 2016, compared
to fiscal year 2015’s $43.96 million.
Despite hopes for less drastic cuts, the university is essentially dealing with no state appropriated budget at all and is instead forced
to rely upon its own reserves.
Shirmeen Ahmad, Eastern’s student body
president, said the Student Senate wants to
hear from Rauner’s address what just about
everyone else wants to hear—a concrete plan.
“We are now in January and it’s been almost a year,” she said. “So I think it would

"The main thing we are trying to focus on is informing the students,
letting them know that the rumors that happened are nothing, but
here’s what you need to know and here’s the reason that you should
be an active citizen.”
Shirmeen Ahmad, Student Body President

just make the whole state of Illinois’ lives easier if (Rauner) actually had a plan to share
with us on what (he is) planning on doing
now and why we’re in this kind of state that
we are right now.”
Ahmad said she is more indifferent than
hopeful at this point because she would be
surprised to hear of any significant progress

in the address.
“For (Student Senate) it’s kind of like,
‘Well, can you just do something please?’”
Ahmad said. “Because it’s getting ridiculous
that it’s not just us that doesn’t have money,
it’s the whole entire state.”

ADDRESS, page 5
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Joseph Goldstein, a sophomore music major, works on his music history homework on Monday in the Red Zone of the
Doudna Fine Arts Center.

Couture date auction set to return
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
The women and men of Couture
Models' will be given as a date to the
highest bidder at this year’s date auction.
The date auction will be 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 4 in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
This year, the models will be
sporting ensembles from three to
four different designers.
Adrianna Fullerton, the president
of Couture, said the bidding starts
at $5.
Last year, the highest bid was
around $40.
Fullerton said last year as a board ,
Couture sat down and brainstormed

different fundraisers and came up
with the idea of auctioning off their
models.
Last year the auction made Couture over $400 just from bids alone.
Fullerton said the proceeds go
back to Couture so the next time
they have a show, they already have
funds for it.
“I don’t have a set amount of
money to be raised,” Fullerton
said. “Anything is better than nothing. Even if we don’t make money I
would like that we helped showcase
the different designers.”
Fullerton was the runway coach
for Couture last year.
She said the new position helped
her to put more input in when it
comes to the organization.
“It’s all about being a team at the

end of the day,” Fullerton said. “I’m
the face and I do a lot, but I don’t
do everything on my own. I love my
team.”
Jaz’Mine Turner, the vice president of Couture, said the auction
would get students out and give
them a chance to socialize.
Turner said because of last year’s
auction being a success, Couture had
to bring it back to campus.
“When something is a good turnout, you uphold whatever that event
is,” Turner said.
Turner said it was a fun experience and something like a date auction could bring people out of their
shells, if need be.
“For those who aren’t known, people will know who you are as a individual after the auction,” Turner

Cannabis reported at Lawson, Campus Pond
• A cannabis complaint was reported 12:11 p.m. Friday at Lawson Hall. This incident was reported to the State’s Attorney and the Office of Student Standards.
• A private property accident was reported at 3:17 p.m. Friday at Greek Court. No citations were issued.

dailyeasternnews

• A cannabis complaint was reported at 12:28 a.m. Sunday near Campus Pond. This incident is under investigation.
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said.
This is more than an auction, Fullerton said.
She said the models are going to
incorporate a fashion show into it.
Fullerton said she likes to see people come out to support the auction
because it gives the models a chance
to show them what they are capable
of.
She said this event is to raise money, but it also keeps Couture’s name
out there.
“People see we’re one, we’re a
team but at the same time we’re individuals,” Fullerton said.
Couture’s second date auction is
free of charge and open to the public.

• Illegal consumption of alcohol by a minor was reported at 2:18 a.m. Sunday at the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. This incident was referred to the
Office of Student Standards.
• Disorderly conduct was reported at 2:42 a.m. Sunday at Andrews Hall. This incident was referred to the Office of Student Standards.
• Criminal damage to property was reported at 2:18 p.m. Monday to have occurred sometime between Friday night and Saturday morning. This incident is under investigation.
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What’s Happening on Campus?

Dust, Drought & Dreams Gone Dry Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library
How to Find an Internship | 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Call 581-2412 for information and reservations.
Kim Krause: The Nature of All Things | 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tarble Arts Center
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/
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Eastern bus drivers provide vital service
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
Two drivers who have been part of
the Eastern community for a number
of years have continued their time at
the university after their retirement.
John Hamilton, a substitute Panther Shuttle Bus driver, graduated in
1966 and was raised in Mattoon.
Hamilton said he is one of the longest driving sub drivers that are working for the shuttle. He started working
at H&H at Eastern, which served the
same purpose of today’s shuttle.
Sub drivers take over for those who
cannot make their normal shift. Hamilton said he drives three times a week.
He said Charleston has been home for
him almost all of his adult life and he
enjoys being able to work for the university. Now, he said he does not live
too far from Charleston.
“ I like being around the younger generation. If it wasn’t for that I
wouldn’t be doing this because I’m
supposed to be retired,” Hamilton
said.
Hamilton said the shuttle is used a
lot to go to Wal-Mart.
“I enjoy being around the students,”
Hamilton said. “ When they get off at
Wal-Mart I always tell them to shop a
lot and save the economy.”
Hamilton said he is happy to know
he can contribute to the students getting where they need to be because for
some, the shuttle is their only means
for transportation. He said he sees the
most people in the early evenings.
It did not take long to get the
schedule for the shuttle down, said
Hamilton.
“After you’ve done it for 10 years
or more, its second thought,” Hamilton said.
Ken Keigley is a Panther Shuttle

T ’NERR A BUTLER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Ken Keigley is a part time Panther Shuttle driver who has been working for the university the past two years. He’s an Eastern graduate from the class of
1999.

driver who was looking for something
part time after being retired for several
years. Keigley graduated from Eastern
in 1999 and said he has been a driver
for the last two years.
“I saw an ad in the Charleston paper and decided to apply for the job,”
Keigley said. “It seemed to be just the
thing I was looking for in a part-time
job.”
Keigley received his Commercial Driving License years before the
thought of driving for Eastern was an
idea. He said he used to drive a school

bus for elementary school students.
“The best thing is the students and
knowing that you helped one,” Keigley
said. “If you see somebody walking,
you don’t leave them. You pull over
and just do what you can to lend a
hand.”
When asked by a student if he
could stop at a place that was not a
listed stop, Keigley said with a smiling
face, “Sure.”
Keigley said he knows during the
colder months students do not want to
walk and if time permits he lets them

off closer to their wanted location.
“Something I like to do is tell the
students thank you,” Keigley said.
Even with the many stops, Keigley
said he does not get bored.
“I like to listen to the students talk
and I never find it boring,” Keigley
said. “If you’re driving correctly you
don’t have time to be bored anyway because you’re always looking for
something that could be hazardous. It’s
all about keeping students safe.”
Keigley said he is able to see Halloween costumes and ugly Christ-

mas sweaters during the holidays, and
the student’s personalities keep him
cheery. He said one can only imagine
the many students he gets to come in
contact with and he enjoys every moment of it.
“I see just about any kind of student
you can think of,” Keigley said. “The
best part is seeing the students come
and go and feeling like you’re one of
the ones who can help them.”
T’Nerra Butler can be reached
at 581-2812 or tabutler@eiu.edu.

Rep. Phillips enthusiastic Census numbers
about Coffey appointment taken at Eastern
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Former state senator Max Coffey has been appointed to the Illinois
State Board of Higher Education, a
move Rep. Phillips, R-Charleston,
said will benefit the entire region.
“I have been a strong proponent of
appointing Max Coffey to the Illinois

Board of Higher Education,” Phillips
said. “Having one of our own on the
Board of Higher Education will benefit Eastern Illinois University and surrounding counties.
Coffey served in the General Assembly for 11 years, stepping down
in 1986.
“We now have someone from

downstate finally on the board who
can be our voice. This is good news
for higher education in Coles County
and surrounding counties,” said Phillips.
The Illinois Senate must approve
the appointment.
The term would expire in 2021.

Staff Report | @DEN_News

Monday marked the 10-day census
at Eastern.
Every semester the university does
a head count to get the number of
students enrolled as of the 10th day
of class.
The university has not yet released
the census numbers, but The Dai-

ly Eastern News will report on them
when they become available.
A total of 8,520 students were enrolled in fall 2015, including 1,673
freshmen along with 1,295 sophomores, 1,791 juniors and 2,385 seniors.
In spring 2015, Eastern had 8,214
students, which was also a decline
from fall 2014.
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I’m Talking About the Man in the Mirror

Molly Dotson

I’ll think of a
title later
*To the tune of the Addams Family theme song*
As I sit and wonder about what to think and
ponder
I realize I have squandered because the time is
two (AM)
What do I do? *snap snap*
Talk about news *snap snap*
Write a review
With a view to
Captivate you *snap snap*
School is in six hours
I need to take a shower
But all I’ve done is glower at an empty screen
------------------------------------------------I’m not a very talented person. However, my
ability to complete papers, projects, and other various school related responsibilities within 24 hours of
their due dates and still earn decent grades is uncanny.
I’ve been putting off schoolwork since I began
my academic career 14 years ago, but it still baffles
me especially now that I’m in college. How have I
been getting away with doing this for so long? Oh
wait, I haven’t. The stress and sleepless nights are
slowly eating away at my sanity.
Anyway, after procrastinating some more by
doing excessive research on procrastination, I have
found quite a few interesting facts about my struggle. For example, I am only one of the approximately 64 million people in the U.S. who suffers from
what psychologists call “chronic procrastination.”
Research conducted by Joseph Ferrari, a leading psychologist in the study of procrastination,
indicates that 20 percent of people in the U.S. are
chronic procrastinators. For this percentage of people, procrastination is more than just postponing a
task, it’s a way of life.
I’m going to research ways to conquer procrastination. I’ll finish this column later.
Molly Dotson is junior journalsim major. She can be
reached at 581-2812 or madotson@eiu.edu.

Letter to the Editor

A budget is
needed now

Many hard-working EIU students rely on the
Monetary Award Program (MAP) to help them
pay for college. But this grant is currently unfunded. Why? Because the Governor refuses to do his
job and pass a state budget. This lack of action
affects all Illinois students because it threatens public higher education.
At EIU, we have been honoring students’
unfunded MAP grants. But this drain on our
resources aggravates other problems caused by the
lack of a state budget. It’s been seven months now.
Two other public universities are talking about
closing if a budget is not passed soon. The loss of
Chicago State and Northeastern Illinois University
would make it even harder for working class and
middle class students to find a place in our state
university system.
If you agree that it is time for the Governor
and the legislature to negotiate and pass a budget,
let them know. Illinois students and the universities that prepare them for the future cannot wait
much longer.
Fern Kory, professor of English

JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Staff Editorial

Keeping housing rates down may work
In Monday’s edition of The Daily Eastern News, the article titled, “BOT gives
Glassman authority in auction,” said the
Board voted 5 to 3 to not increase housing
rates for the 2017 fiscal year.
The article said this would be the second time since 1977 that the housing rates
have not increased.
Eastern already offers ideal housing
rates to students, which start at $4,233 a
semester with a seven-meal plan to $4,773
a semester with a 15-meal plan. Eastern
also offers its students a chance to upgrade
their room, if a student pleases.
University housing offers a great deal to
students, which could be used as a great
way to attract students to attend Eastern.
Housing rates are something a student
considers before attending a university,
and by keeping the rates at their current
price, this would be a good tool to use as
recruitment for students.

The article also said that the planned
expenses for the year are still increasing by
2.3 percent.
It is great that Eastern is able to keep
their housing rates low for the next fiscal year, but is the move really the smartest during the current budget stalemate
and no money coming to the university in
appropriations?
The university plans to bridge the gap
from housing rates and housing expenses
by using money in the reserve funds and
use the money received from housing and
board rates.
Eastern can attract students with its low
rates, but what if the move does not prove
to be successful?
Board Vice-Chair Joseph Dively was
right to say that this move may not be
“sustainable” in the long run.
The board hopes the budget stalemate
ends soon for the university to receive

funds, but as Illinois enters its eighth
month without a budget on Monday, hoping for a budget to come soon is not the
best option.
In an ideal world, this plan could be
great for Eastern, but currently Bruce
Rauner is the governor of Illinois and he
has yet to reach a compromise with the
General Assembly for a state budget.
If the university is not careful with
spending, the reserve funds could be used
up much faster than what is expected.
Keeping housing and board rates low
for students is a smart strategy for marketing purposes to attract students, but the
move may not the best at the moment if it
requires the increase in spending for university housing.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Always put effort into what you write
Writing anything is difficult. I’m not just
talking about news stories, because even
writing about a newsworthy topic can be
hard.
Maybe your sources could not get back
to you or the story fell through. All of those
factors could contribute to having a difficult
time in writing a news story.
But alas, I am not talking about writing
news stories. No, I am talking about writing
fictional stories.
Fictional masterpieces that causes one to
sit up at night, cry over their scholarly books
and mugs full of herbal tea or - if you like to
live on the edge – discounted coffee that you
can get at the discount store.
We dream of the big time in hopes of
making it like J.K Rowling, Jane Austin and
Stephen King.
We type until our fingers bleed, write
until we used up all our favorite pencils, go
through so much paper that we ourselves
may be the reason for deforestation.
We, the creative writers of our generation, the hopeless romantics, the lost souls
that want nothing more than to find our
way home.
Sit hours upon hours staring either at a
computer, journal or off into space, silently crying, sobbing, for we have reached our
limits.
The wall of blocked writers slowly falls
down, cutting off our train of thought, causing us to gasp for breath and reel in shock.
What shall we do now? That’s the ques-

Liz Dowell
tion.
What do you do when the dreaded writers block hits and you get nowhere in your
work? What do I do? I write.
It can be scribbles, it can be meaningless
thoughts, write down how you’re feeling at
the time, write down how someone looks or
write down what you had for breakfast.
Once you stop writing, it’s all over. If you
stop writing, the ideas will leave you and
you’re left in a house of leaves with nothing
but a long hall way and you may as well be
in another dimension.
For when a writer stops writing they lose
a piece of themselves. It starts to rot away
and you may as well be dead.
Go to your corner. Take your writerblocked self and go sit in your favorite spot
you love to write in.

I have a butterfly chair that is black with
pink lining and white poke-a-dots. I have
floor lamp behind me that I like to use when
I’m sitting in the chair. I read and write
in this chair and when I am in it, I feel at
peace.
Make your favorite drink. This can be
anything from smoothies to milkshakes, to
coffee to tea, or – if you’re a real writer, or
Tony Stark for that matter, this could be
vodka straight out of the bottle. I prefer coffee, but I’m trying to get used to tea too,
since I do a lot of writing at night and have
school in the morning.
But don’t worry, once you become a professional writer you’ll be unemployed so if
you prefer alcohol, you can drink it all the
time.
The basic thing to remember is to never
give up on what you’re trying to create.
Be it poems, non-fiction or fiction novels,
or even news stories.
If you put effort into your work, you’re
going to get greatness out of it.
So you may be freaking out now about
something that has happened, and believe
me this is not the end.
It will all work out and you will finish
that story because I believe in you, and it
was my new year’s resolution to finish mine.
I have not touched my novel since I have
been back at school.
Liz Dowell is senior journalsim major. She can be
reached at 581-2812 or lhdowell@eiu.edu.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The university has been relying for the last year or two
on these natural gas fire boilers.
During the fire, a Charleston firefighter sustained steam
burns through his protective
gear, though these injuries
were not severe.
No other injuries were reported from the fire.
According to a press release
from the university, there were
four Eastern employees on site
when the fire happened.
Despite the fire, the Renewable Energy Center was
still able to continue producing steam for what university officials called “normal university operations,” such as
the fall 2015 commencement
ceremonies.
A damage estimate from
the university is still pending.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

»

An investigation into a fire at the Renewable Energy Center that occurred Dec. 15 began Dec.
21 and is expected to last six months to a year.

ADDRESS,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
She said the Student Senate tries to lobby Springfield
for university funding at least
once a semester and is currently in the process of thinking of other ideas.
“The main thing we are
trying to focus on is informing the students, letting them
know that the rumors that
happened are nothing, but
here’s what you need to know
and here’s the reason that you
should be an active citizen,”
she said. “Now is not the time
to turn the other cheek and
not focus on it.”
During his first State of the
State address, Rauner, who
had been in office for about
a month at the time, talked
about wanting to avoid partisan conflicts and implementing workers’ empowerment
zones, which the Charleston
City Council endorsed before
rescinding its resolution.
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
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Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner talks with supporters after a preview of the State of the State at the
I-Hotel Ballroom on Thursday, Jan. 29, 2015.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Call backs, the process
by which formerly laid off
employees are rehired, will
happen immediately after
an appropriation is given
to Eastern and funds are received.
Glassman also announced
that all non-essential spending for the university would
end immediately to keep the
university open for the semester.
This includes the stopping
of all non-instructional capital equipment purchases, delaying all deferred maintenance and repairs that are not
related to safety or already
paid for and delaying non-instructional capital projects.
McCann said the university would not be buying anything that is not classroom
related.
“If we’re buying computers for the business office, we
wouldn’t be buying computers for the business office,”
McCann said.
The university had al ready previously stopped repairs and maintenance on areas that were not needed for
safety reasons.
“For instance, the stairs on
the north side of the Union.
Those are kind of a safety issue so we want to be sure
those are done right,” McCann said. “So we’ve done
what we’ve needed to do to
protect everybody.”
Non-instructional supply purchases for the offices around campus will end
as well unless a vice president
approves them.
Employee reimbursed travel (with an exception in the
case of required federal or
government purposes) and
hiring that involves funding
for fiscal year 2016 will be
frozen.
“I am hopeful that a state
b u d g e t o r h i g h e r e d u c ation appropriation soon will
be finally enacted, however we cannot rely on optimism alone,” Glassman said.
“We must begin unfailingly
to preserve our funds for instruction and employee payroll in the case our appropria-

tion is further delayed or not
received at all.”
Glassman said he does remain optimistic that the legislature and governor will allow for a higher education
appropriation by March.
McCann said also still believes there will be an appropriation passed.
“They’re just not ready
to do it yet,” McCann said.
“But at some point they will
pass an appropriation, then
we’ll have to address what
they passed.”
McCann said the point the
university will exhaust its reser ves is changing all the
time.
Eastern is currently monitoring the state of the reserves closely to make sure
what expenses are out there
and the salaries they have to
pay.
The university will then
make the adjustment it needs
to make to stay in business.
“The number one priority
is to make sure that we are in
business to keep teaching the
students,” McCann said.
McCann said Eastern has
a plan to move forward and
will implement that plan as
the university goes forward.
“We will be open,” McCann said.
Glassman said Eastern will
continue to give students a
positive experience and individualized attention for many
years to come.
“Although the challenge of
not yet receiving this year’s
appropriation has caused
rightful concern and many
unfortunate consequences,
the EIU community is passionate and resilient, and we
will meet the challenge and
look forward to the bright future ahead of us,” Glassman
said.
Gov. Bruce Rauner will
give his State of the State address on Wednesday.
More updates on this story
will come as information become available.
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS
For rent

For rent

Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse.
Call 24 hours for details
217-549-2668.
________________________ 1/25
2151 11th St. 3 Bedroom 1 and 1/2
bath modern interior fully furnished North of Greek Court washer and dryer free parking, trash cable and internet (217) 345-3353
________________________ 1/27
105 Grant Ave 4 Bedroom 2 bath
across from the rec center fully furnished free trash parking cable and
internet security cameras modern
construction (217) 345-3353
________________________ 1/27
2151 11th St. 4 Bedroom @ bath
modern interior fully furnished
North of Greek Court washer and
dryer free parking trash cable and
internet (217) 345-3353
________________________ 1/27
Attention Sororities and Fraternities! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses on
parade route. All appliances included, including washer and dryer.
Several pricing options. 962-0790.
Panther Properties.
________________________ 1/28
www.tricountymg.com
________________________ 1/29

Park Place, Royal Heights, Glenwww.CharlestonILApts.com
wood, Lynn-Ro. 4 great locations
________________________ 2/29
with the size and price to meet your
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 8
needs. 217-348-1479
BR Houses. 1 - 3 Blocks from Camtricountymg.com
pus. Rent includes lawn care, trash,
________________________ 1/29
and utility allowance.
2 Bedroom Houses, Fall. Close to 217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
campus. Appliances. 11 month
________________________ 2/29
lease. (217) 549-7031.
Very nice 2 & 3 BR, 2 Bath furnished
________________________ 1/29
apartments behind McHugh’s.
You deserve to live in a nice Rent includes cable and internet.
home with nice landlords! LeasCall 217-493-7559 or
ing for Fall 2016 3-4 bedroom
myeiuhome.com
homes, includes all appliances ________________________ 2/29
and garbage. Walk to campus.
Leasing for Fall - 1 and 2 Bedroom
Pet friendly. Call or text
Apartments. 1041 7th Street. Clean,
217-649-6508 or email
efficient, convenient, and affordmkesler@parkland.edu.
able. Laundry, off-street parking, no
Website: keslerodle.com
pets. Deposit and references re_________________________ 2/8
quired. 217-345-7286
5 BR house, 2 full baths 2 half baths.
________________________ 2/29
W/D included. 1025 4th Street.
For Summer & Fall 2016 - 1, 2, 3
Large deck. Call Tim Thompson and 4 BR Apts. 348-7746.
618-670-4442.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________ 2/8
________________________ 2/29
3 or 4 Tenants all street parking 2 See our properties at
bathroom washer dryer 3 blocks ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
from campus 1710 11th St.
________________________ 3/11
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
(217) 273-2507
For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
________________________ 2/21

38 Symbol for water
potential
39 Atypical … or
like the first word
in the answer to
18-, 24-, 51- or
62-Across
42 Spare bed, often
43 One of the kings
in the Valley
of the Kings,
informally
44 See 8-Down
45 Dweller on the
tip of the Arabian
Peninsula
47 Like the
population of
Alaska vis-à-vis
New Jersey
50 What the
remorseful might
make
51 Certain wrinkle
remover
55 Meh
56 Weeding tools
57 Clog or pump
61 Word with googly
or goo-goo
62 Sidestroke
component
65 Mythos

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
U P D O
S L E P
C O N T
E
D O O D
R U N
A C E S
W H A T
A
W I D G
I N R E
S T U D
H I M
E M U
S E P

S
T
R
E
A
M
C
R
E
D
I
T
O
R

A T E A M
M E N L O
A P T I O N
L S
D E A
D
L
A S S
D I
T E R E S
H A M A C A
A B I C
T
S E A M
G A
O S
A U D
H I N G A M
N R Y E
A
O S E S
N

GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11

T
W
O
D E
O G
N G
A
L L
D O
N
D G
I
A J
N O
A G

H
E
Y
Y
O
U
I
S
E
E

O
B
S
E
S
S
T
E
S
T

I G
D E
A T

66 Gives two big
thumbs down
67 Ballet position on
tiptoe
68 The Black Keys
and the White
Stripes
69 Relief provider
for a burn
70 Altercations

2

3

4

5

6

7

15

10

11

29

13

20

26

30

27

31

38

39

43
48

14

23

34

47

12

17

25

33

DOWN
1 Mont Blanc and
Matterhorn
2 Iranian currency
3 ___ vu
4 Slipped by
5 ___ de plume
6 Quaint threeword contraction
7 Melee
8 With 44-Across,
1869 romance
by R. D.
Blackmore
9 Fitting
10 “Whoa there!”
11 Recesses
12 Mantra of the
Little Engine That
Could
13 Tiny time
adjustment
14 Ambulance
workers, for
short
19 Identify (as)
23 Roman 151
25 Employs
26 Marshy valley
27 LaBeouf of
“Transformers”
28 University divs.
29 Line of latitude

9

22
24

28

8

No. 1222

19

21

35

32

36

37

40

41

44

45

49

The

42
46

50

51

52

55

53

54

56

57

61

62

65

66

67

68

69

70

63

58

59

60

64

32 Fabled mountain
dwellers
34 A little night
noise
35 “Where did ___
wrong?”
36 Wimple wearer
40 Midmonth date
41 CD-___ (storage
objects)

DEN
is Hiring

Training
Every Friday at
2PM
Every Monday at
6PM for photos
Buzzard Hall 1811
(Newsroom)

Photographers

PUZZLE BY TOM MCCOY

30 Popular musical
game beginning
in 2005

Fully Furnished Studio, 1, 2 & 3 bedroom
Apts and Townhouses
Many with Washer and Dryer in units!
Spacious Bedrooms with walk in closets!
Full or Queen Beds!
Private Decks with wood views!
Home away from home feel!
Free Trash & Parking!
DEPOSIT SPECIAL
$150/PERSON
3 Clean on-site Laundry Rooms!
ANY SIZE UNIT
Use Financial Aid to pay rent

Find your next great
employee by placing
a help wanted ad in
the DEN!

16

18

Great location south end of 9th st. near the woods!

www.youngstowncharleston.com
217-345-2363

SIGN LEASE BY
MARCH 11!

Edited by Will Shortz
1

WELCOME BACK EIU!
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
916 Woodlawn Dr.

NEED TO FILL
A POSITION?

For Release Tuesday, January 26, 2016

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Zealous
7 Meh
11 River near the
Valley of the
Kings
15 Avoid attention
16 Weapon in Clue
17 One of 10,
say, in a
supermarket’s
express checkout
lane
18 Kids’ event that
goes into the
wee hours
20 Convo
21 Throw (together)
22 In stitches
23 Lay’s product
24 Something in
a movie star’s
frame?
28 Condensed
periodical
31 ___ sour (drink)
33 Pianist’s practice
piece
34 Mount of the
Bible
37 Water, potentially

For rent

For rent

46 Collection that,
despite its name,
is orderly and
compact
48 Awakens
49 n(n+1) ÷ 2, for
all integers from
1 to n
50 “___ Fables”
52 African animal
you might get a
charge out of?
53 Gang
54 Hi-___ monitor
55 Had in hand

58 When repeated,
a subtle (or
sometimes
not-so-subtle)
comment

Cartoonists

59 Eight: Prefix

Writers

60 Squeaks (by)

STOP
BY AND
SEE US!!

62 Where you might
wear only a towel
63 Silent ___
(presidential
nickname)
64 Caviar, e.g.

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.

The DEN
RUN WITH US.

Columnists
Designers

217-581-2816

DEN ADS

support your
community
shop locally
217-581-2816
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Women’s basketball team ranked last in OVC
TUESDAY, JAN. 26, 2016
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By Maria Baldwin
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Heading into this weekend’s Ohio
Valley Conference matchups, the Eastern women’s basketball team has its
work cut out for them.
With a current record of 0-8 in conference, the Panthers look to capture
their first conference win on Wednesday
against Murray State.
The Panthers are lead by junior guard
Phylicia Johnson who has ruled the
Eastern offense.
Johnson has averaged 13.5 points per
game and has scored in double figures in
three of the last four games.
Johnson also tied her career high of
five rebounds three times so far this season.
Junior forward Erica Brown has led
the defense for Eastern, recording two
blocks against Austin Peay; the fifth
game in a row she has earned two or
more blocks.
So far this season, she has thirty
blocks recorded which is ranked fourth
in the OVC.
Murray State is ranked 10th in the
OVC after falling to Southern IllinoisEdwardsville who is currently ranked
first.
Ke’Shunan James led Murray State
with 19 points and five assists in the
64-61 loss, while Jashae Lee scored
12 points and finished with seven rebounds, three steals, and a pair of
blocks.
SIUE comes off their win against
Murray State with a 7-1 OVC record.
The Cougars are set to play Austin
Peay on Wednesday in Clarksville, Tenn.
Shronda Butts continues to be an offensive force for the Cougars, as she led
all players in the game with 28 points.
She shot 9 for 17 from the field, and
made 8-of-9 free throws. The previous
OVC Player of the Year also racked up

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Junior guard Phylicia Johnson scored 18 points in the Panthers’ 80-45 loss to Austin Peay on Saturday in Clarksville, Tenn. She has 103 points on the
season averaging 6.4 per game.

eight rebounds.
Austin Peay comes in off their win
against Eastern. They are currently
ranked 4th in the OVC, with a 5-2 record in conference play.
Tiasha Gray led the Governors with
17 points.

Gray was one of four players to score
in the double-digits, which includes Tearra Banks, Falon Baker, and J’Nayah
Hall. Austin Peay also capped off the
win with 19 assists and 32 field goals
made.
The current rankings for the OVC

are lead by SIUE, followed by Tennessee-Martin (5-1), Belmont (5-2), Austin
Peay (5-2), and Southeast Missouri (53) rounding out the top five, but those
are subject to change as their records are
so close.
Other matchups for Wednesday in-

clude Tennessee Tech at Morehead
State, Jacksonville State at Eastern Kentucky, and Tennessee State at TennesseeMartin.
Maria Baldwin can be reached at
581-2812 or mjbaldwin@eiu.edu.

Men’s tennis team loses second straight to SLU
By Tyler McCluskey
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The men’s tennis team lost its second-straight match against the Saint
Louis University Billikens on Saturday.
The Panthers took the crucial doubles point winning two of the three
matches, before losing, 4-3.
Last year, the Panthers only won
one doubles point in the entire season.

Tweet
Tweet

Follow
the Daily
Eastern
News
Sports
twitter!
DEN_Sports

Seniors Robert Skolik and Rui Silva won their match 6-4 over the Billikens Juan Calero and John Nogalski.
Sophomores Trent and Grant Reiman defeated SLU’s Oscar Pachon
and Paarth Dodhiawala, 6-1.
Senior Ryan Henderson and freshman Ognjen Jevtic lost 5-3 to Charlie
Parry and David Ferragut.
“We won the doubles point which
is a great step because that has been
an area that I immediately addressed
in the fall and we have worked on.’’

Head coach Sam Kercheval said.
“Certainly winning the doubles point
gave us the chance to win the match
overall.”
Ryan Henderson came away with a
singles victory over SLU’s Juan Calero 6-1, 6-4.
Trent Reiman took his match to
three sets but lost to Miguel Flores
4-6, 7-5, 6-0.
Jevtic also took his match to three
sets and came away with a victory
over Dodhiawala 6-4, 1-6, 6-4; this

was Jevtic’s first victory as a Panther.
Skolik, at the number one spot,
lost 6-0, 6-3 to Ferragut. Grant Reiman lost to Parry 6-3, 6-2. Silva had a
close match but lost 6-4, 7-6.
“Trent and Ognjen went to three
sets, and Rui played two really close
sets as well.’’ Kercheval said. “All of
them had moments where we played
well, confidently and had the momentum in our favor.’’
This match was close compared to
the one against Ball State where the

Panthers only got one point off a singles victory from Silva.
“We had a great, focused week of
practice and it showed. The things we
worked on all week definitely came
through,” Kercheval said.
Next up for the Panthers is a double-header on Saturday against Wright
State and Northern Illinois at 10 a.m.
and 6 p.m.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at
581-2812 or trmccluskey@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The “Top Cat” returns to the sports page every Wednesday starting tomorrow.
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Harkins wins first collegiate swim meet
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
For freshman swimmer Nicholas
Harkins, winning his first collegiate individual event was worth the wait.
Harkins took first place in the men’s
200-yard individual medley at Valparaiso
over the weekend with a time of 2:02.86.
Harkins’ win came in the sixth dual
meet of the season, also after swimming
at the Illinois Invitational and House of
Champions a few months back.
“It was really exciting because I’ve
been wanting to get it all season, I’ve
been trying to get it all season and then
to finally get it at one of our last meets,
and my aunt was also there watching,”
Harkins said.
After working hard all season long,
and to finally get his first win was really
special and a relief Harkins said.
The Eastern men’s and women’s teams
train 20 hours each week before competing each weekend. The Panthers also
have not begun to taper yet, and all the
hard work that Harkins has put in has
paid off he said.
“Some of the other freshmen got wins
in the first couple meets and for me to
work at it, it kind of makes you want to
work harder to finally get that first one,”
Harkins said.
Something special that the Panthers
do when they win the race is the “Hoo
Ha” cheer, which is something Harkins
has wanted to do all season. The first career win for Harkins also resulted in excitement from his teammates.
“I finally got to do (the “Hoo Ha”
cheer) and it kind of really fired the
team up going into the last relay,” Harkins said. “I basically ran over to Jacqueline (Michalski) and she was really happy for me too, so it was a really good experience.”
After winning the event he went and
gave coach Jacqueline Michalski a hug
after she helped him improve as a swimmer over the course of the year.
“It is motivating, inspiring and downright exciting,” Michalski said. “It makes
me re-fall in love with the sport, and remind me why I do this.”
The individual medley consists of four
different strokes for 50 yards: the backstroke, the butterfly, the breaststroke,
and the freestyle. For Harkins, the
toughest leg of that event is the butterfly.
Harkins said that he has had to work
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on his breaststroke technique the most in
his first year as a Panther.
“(Michalski and I) have been working
on it, she’s been working with my technique and she’s been really helpful in that
area,” Harkins said.
Michalski said she is beyond proud of
the young man he has evolved into within the last five months and also cannot
wait to watch him race and celebrate his
success.
“I will be the first to tell you, I am
hard on Nicholas (Harkins): always
telling him to go faster, fix his “cheat”
breaths, not back down and of course get
good grades.” Michalski said. “Every day
he answers with ‘yes coach’ and does it to
the best of his ability.”
Everyone on the swim team is really close with each other and pushes each
other to do well in the pool and in the
classroom as well.
Fellow freshmen Alex Laleian and

Jennings Soccorso are two of the main
guys on the team who Harkins has a
“healthy rivalry” with.
“You’re always trying to better in your
classes than some of your teammates,
and you’re trying to swim better than
them,” Harkins said. “It’s a healthy rivalry in a way.”
While he is swimming he is able to
take a couple peaks and see where other
swimmers are and then he’ll know that’s
where he has to be.
In his first semester as a student at
Eastern, Harkins posted a 4.0 grade
point average.
With all of the training the Panthers
do and also having to go to class, it was
important to Harkins that he made a
schedule.
“You have to get into a schedule, and
that’s the biggest adjustment,” he said.
“Once you get that schedule down,
you’re finding time to study, you’re get-

ting all your homework done and you’re
doing your best in the pool, it comes
pretty easy after that.”
Harkins had practice from 4 p.m. to
6 p.m. first semester and made sure he
got his work done during the day and
would also dedicate a couple of hours after practice to make sure he had everything done.
It took him about a month to adjust
to the life of a student-athlete he said.
Harkins is a kinesiology and sports
studies major with a concentration in exercise science. He came into college with
29 credit hours with most of his general education courses out of the way so he
was able to jump right into KSS classes.
Conference is coming up in just a couple of weeks and being a freshman, this
will be Harkin’s first experience there.
“I’m just making sure that I’m doing everything coach says, I’m not skipping yards, or getting out of practice for

any unnecessary reason and just making
sure I’m getting enough sleep and eating
healthy,” Harkins said.
He said as a swimmer you focus on
these things all year, but now it is even
more important to do so. The Summit
League Conference meet will take place
Feb. 17-20 at Indiana-Purdue University Indianapolis.
Harkins is a part of a young group of
men swimming for Eastern with a bright
future ahead of them.
Harkins’ first win of the year made a
big impact on the rest of the team Michalski said.
“They get excited for not just him,
but for the program,” Michalski said.
“Celebrating victories no matter at what
level bring up moral, and helps build a
program with a firm foundation.”
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Track, field OVC championship up for grabs
By Jack Arkus
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
It is early in the season, but every
men’s and women’s indoor track and
field team in the Ohio Valley Conference will be competing for the conference title on Feb. 26 and 27.
Tennessee State will play a more pivotal role in this year’s competition as
they host the meet in late February.
The OVC championship will be held
in the Gentry Center.
The overall competition from both
the men and women between both
sides of the campus has been nothing
short of entertaining this season.
The men of Southeast Missouri State
are looking to defend their title, as they
stride to be crowned champions for the
third consecutive year, and achieve their
4th championship as a program.
Junior runner Marc Maton has done
notably well this season for the Redhawks. Earlier this month, Maton fin-

TOP C AT

ished as the top runner at the Missouri
Invitational, and he came in 2nd place
in the one-mile run at the Gladstein
Classic just a week later.
The Eastern women’s team claimed
the title last year for the first time since
2012, making it their 6th title in school
history.
This past weekend, the Panthers
hosted the 2016 John Craft Invitational. Eastern ended on top on both the
men and women’s side.
The men accumulated a team score
of 278, defeating the second place opponent by nearly 100 points.
The women walked out of Lantz
Fieldhouse with a team score of 211,
surpassing Murray State by 55 points.
On Jan. 15, the Panthers traveled
down I-57 and attended the Illini Classic.
First place finisher junior Byrn Buckwalter led the women’s shot put with senior Janie Howse in second place. The
men secured an overall second place
victory with a score of 98.

Sophomore Davion McManis contributed to the team’s success by finishing second place in the long jump.
Freshman Ashton Wilson received
first place in the men’s high jump at the
classic with a score of 10 and clearing
6’5.
Tennessee State will look to utilize
the home meet advantage they have
over the other nine schools attending
next month.
The women of Tennessee Tech will
make the 83-mile trip to Gentry Stadium to partake in the meet as well.
Schools like Austin Peay, from the
west side of the conference, and Jacksonville State University, a school from
the east side of the conference, women’s
teams will be in attendance as well.
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, Eastern Kentucky and Belmont University will show up in full
force with both their men and women
to contend.
The OVC track and field title is up
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Senior distance runner Victoria Quarton competes during the John Craft
Invite on Saturday.

for grabs.
Of the ten teams contesting, all have
the same goal in mind, but it is too early to tell who the winner will be in late

February.
Jack Arkus can be reached at
581-2812 or jrarkus@eiu.edu.

Top Cat will return to the sports page every Wednesday. Top Cat will be awarded to the
athlete who performed the best in sports the previous week as voted on by the sports staff.

